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find expression in loose, sprawling verse or prose j it was flip-
pantly suggested that, by the same token, the literature of Chile
should be thin and elongated. If the reader will watch for this
strain, even among the most reputable critics, like Taine him-
self, Renan, Matthew Arnold, Andre Maurois, he will re-
peatedly come across solemn affirmations more humorous than
any parody.

The field of investigation remains open, we should not be
discouraged because, so far, the yield has been so meager. Very
few facts are established beyond dispute j and they are of such
a general nature as to be of very slight interest. We may take
it for granted that, until now, our civilization has developed
best in the temperate zone. Iceland, the Northernmost terri-
tory on the literary map, is inside the arctic circle 5 and the
West Indies just below the Tropic of Cancer. There are liter-
ary centers nearer the Equator, like Santa Fe de Bogota: but
there the altitude corrects the influence of latitude. Natural
resources determine economic possibilities which in their turn
have some bearing on literature. But even this, vague as it is,
is not wholly true, and poor countries, like Iceland, Ireland
and Norway, can boast of admirable work, greater than that
of far richer regions, like the English Midlands. Except for
such generalities, we are left groping. Certain things that we
are tempted to take for granted are palpably false. From the
sunny Mediterranean zone have come some of the most austere
and even somber masterpieces in the history of man's spirit:
the great angry prophets of Israel, ^Eschylus, Lucretius, Dante,
Leopardi. Glum Puritans and gay Cavaliers lived under the
same skies. Scotland the bleak gave us writers of a lovable
sunny disposition, Robert Burns, Sir Walter Scott, Robert Louis
Stevenson, J. M. Barrie.

Man adjusts himself to his material environment. This does
not mean that he is modified in essentials by external circum-
stances, but only that he yields a little, so as to remain more
fully himself. To a large extent, he conquers circumstances,
reshapes his environment: it is the task of civilization to provide